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SUBJECT: KCIA ANNOUNCES ARREST OF 21 MAN SPY RING 

1. ON NOVEMBER 22, KCIA ANNOUNCED ARREST OF 21 ALLEGED 

NORTH KOREAN ESPIONAGE AGENTS, 13 OF WHOM WERE STUDENTS FROM 
KOREAN EXPATRIATE FAMILIES LIVING IN JAPAN INFILTRATED INTO 
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN KOREA. ALL 21 WERE REFERRED 
TO SEOUL DISTRICT PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE FOR PROSECUTION ON 
CHARGES OF VIOLATING NATIONAL SECURITY AND ANTI-COMMUNIST 
LAWS. KCIA ALSO STATED THAT 14 OF 21 WOULD BE PROSECUTED FOR 
ESPIONAGE BUT SEVEN REMAINING WOULD BE TRIED ONLY FOR AIDING 
AND ABETTING OTHERS. LOCAL PRESS HEADLINED STORY IN SUNDAY 
EDITIONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO KCIA SPOKESMAN, FIVE OF 21 WERE STUDENTS FROM 
SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY (SNU); SEVEN FROM PUSAN UNIVERSITY; 

AND ONE EACH FROM KOREA UNIVERSITY AND CATHOLIC MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
TWO REGULAR STUDENTS AND TWO GRADUATE STUDENTS ATTENDED HANGKUK 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. THREE NON-STUDENTS IN GROUP ARRESTED 
INCLUDED ONE WOMAN EMPLOYEE OF KOREAN CONSULATE GENERAL IN 
OSAKA JAPAN, (FIVE OF 21 ARE WOMEN) ONE MEMBER OF KOREAN 
JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN OSAKA, AND ONE UNEMPLOYED KOREAN. 
APPARENTLY 20 ADDITIONAL STUDENTS WERE ALSO ARRESTED ON SAME 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 09048 240944Z 

CHARGES BUT WERE ULTIMATELY RELEASED. ACCORDING TO KCIA THESE 20 
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"VOWED TO GO ON RIGHT WAY FOR STATE AND NATION". 

3. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, KCIA SPOKESMEN ALSO ALLEGED 
THAT THREE OF GROUP HAD MADE SECRET TRIPS TO NORTH KOREA TO 
RECEIVE ESPIONAGE INSTRUCTION. PAEK OK-KWANG, KOREAN JAYCEE 
MEMBER FROM OSAKA, WAS LISTED AS "MOST PROMINENT AMONG 
SUSPECTED SPY AGENTS", HE ALLEGEDLY TRAVELED TO NORTH KOREA 
FROM JAPAN THREE TIMES BETWEEN JULY 1968 AND JUNE 1975. 

4. ROKG CLAIMED THAT IT HAD FOUND IN POSSESSION OF GROUP 
MEMBERS SUCH ITEMS AS CIPHER CODES, TRANSISTOR RADIOS USED TO 
RECEIVE NORTH KOREAN INSTRUCTIONS. CAMERAS FOR MICROFILMING, 
AND A DUPLICATING MACHINE. PICTURES OF THESE ITEMS APPEARED 
IN PRESS. 

5. KCIA PARTICULARLY CAREFUL TO NOTE THAT NONE OF 21 ARRESTED 
INCLUDED ANY OF CHORYON MEMBERS NOW VISITING SOUTH ON VISITS 
TO FAMILY AND ANCESTRAL TOMBS. 

6. ANNOUNCEMENT STATED THAT THE GROUP WAS ORDERED TO CARRY OUT 
THE FOLLOWING MISSIONS: 

- TO INFILTRATE EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS QUARTERS TO 
ORGANIZE THE "GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIFICATION 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY" AND THE "KOREAN DEMOCRATIC YOUTH 
LEAGUE" AND TO BUILD UP A REVOLUTIONARY BASE. 

- TO ENGINEER ANTIGOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS BY INSTIGATING 
STUDENTS, RELIGIOUS PEOPLE, INTELLECTUALS AND JOURNALISTS TO 
CALL FOR "DEMOCRATIZATION," REPEAL OF THE YUSHIN SYSTEM, 

"RELEASE OF IMPRISONED PERSONS," AND "FREEDOM OF THE PRESS." 

- TO FORM A COMMAN FRONT FOR ANTIGOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES BY 
ENLISTING INFLUENTIAL YOUNG PEOPLE, STUDENTS AND RELIGIOUS 
MEN AFTER INDOCTRINATING THEM WITH COMMUNIST IDEOLOGY. 

- TO SEEK AID FROM NORTH KOREA AFTER CREATING UTTER 
CONFUSION IN SOCIETY SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH DEVELOPED IN 
APRIL 1960 BY STAGING MASSIVE ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 
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